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Senators Delay |
Action on Cove
Nicaragua Aid

MAY 1983

Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.), |
i Senate Imelhgence Committee
, said the new justification .

hm the White House will cover
| ,“the whole ball of wax What are we
~doing in Nicaragua? Are we trying
i1o0 take it over? Are we trying to
- support this group or that group?
-Are we trying to prevent the flow of

» ~weapons through Nicaragua into

By ELLEN HUME,
Times Staff Writer
WASHINGTON—The Senate In-
-telligence Committee on Friday de-
:layed final action ion a Reagan -
Administration requestfor $19 mil- ;

:lion in covert aid to anti-Sandinista -

guerrillas in Nicaragua for the 1984
-fiscal vear until it hears .a new

-Administration justification of the
‘program.

However, it voted: r.oallow coven
funding to contmue mrough Sept.
—30. .

The expressxon of concern bv the
‘Republican-led Senate committee

- aboul covert aid was unusual be-.

Tause the pane} narmally operates
.In secret and in conjunction with

presidential policy. The .action,.

however, fell short of the rebuke
- delivered 1o the President on Tues-
day by tne House Intelligence Com-
mittee. The Democratic-ied House ;
panel voted to cut off all current

funding for anti-Sandinista covert-

activities and instead authorized $80

rmillior in military .aid to friendly

: Central American governments.

© Friday’s vote 1abulation was not -
announced, but Sen. Danie} Patrick &
Moyninan (D-N.Y.), when asked, :

-.other Central .American countries?

""Those:are the questions I think the

: #Bresident will address hinfself to, in
_ saiconcise way.”
+igGoldwater told a press conference
«atterthe vote that he had informed
| ®heé*President by telephone Thurs-
:Qg;mf the language in the measure,
n,pumpmmxse between advocates of
ﬁpmmedxate cutoff of covert aid
fandighose #ho support continued
 famiing -

""“ﬁei‘found no quarre] -with it,”
;Golﬁwater ‘said. “T'l be honest. 1
think he would have been happier if
~wed just left the whole thing alone.
But that was not the will or the
thinking of the committee,
< "Actually what we've done is
#¥und the Nicaraguan-Cuban covert
rparamilitary action as currently de-
fimed through Sept. 30, 1983 (the
ngnd of the 1983 fiscal year), and
Paithorized an additional $19 million
; from the reserve for contingency, to
f‘ﬁmd a new, redefined program, on
—recexpt of a new presidentia! find-
t ing,” Goldwater said.
; ~ The chairman said the President
:had agreed 10 present the new
“finding" —official jargon for a new
4 Jusuflcanor for the covert pro-
gram-wzﬂnn abouta month.

saic there were only one or two

dissenting votes.
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. 1983 Cutott Chances Dim
: The President’s finding will have

i to be Approved by a majority of
? Senate Intelligence M

“fore’ the 1984 funds are released,
'Moymhan the committee’s vice

i chairman, said. The congressional
¢ ; intelligence committees domot have
zut.he power to veto a President's
écovert -military program but they
t can stymie it by holding up funding.

'By refusmg to join the .House
icomxmttee in calling for an immedi-
rate end to the covert activities, the
ESenate commm.ee vxrtual]y scuttled

- -tion’s -covert -military- “programjin |
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“any ‘chance mg a 1983 4 g
. Sponsored by .House ~In e
- Committee -Chairman - Ed%
.Bola.nd (D-Mass.) and Housen.-_
.eign Affairs Committee
Clement J. Zablocki (D-Wis. )il .
-be passed by both houses of - Conw*
gress. Senate Majority Leader How. -
ard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.) predict-*
-ed Friday that the Boland-Zablocki’|
Ineasure would not be approved hy 4
the full Senate even if it makests
“way through the- funHmme.Wﬁ-,
—~ Even so0, the concerns msea&y
“both congressional “in o
> committees.are expected t0*havam®
- chilling -effect on ‘the sAdministra|

" Nicaragua, according mmembmui
Congress and other experts.

“1 think mewtably,exprmonsoi
concern by the committees willchill”
the ardor of the ClA program” said
Kenneth Bass, a private attorney
who was the Justice Department’s
counsel for intelligence policy dur-
ing the Carter Administration.
“They’re a governmental bureau-
cracy responsive to a certain extent
10 expressions of congressional con-
cern. It affects the way they.ap-
‘proach things.”

Reagan Reappraisal Soen -

.. -Rep. Wyche FowlerJr.ﬂ(D-Ga.),*E
a member of the House Int '
Committee, said Tuesday that he
thought “the strong statement” in
the House bill would cause -the .
Administration to0 reevaluate “its
policies. However, the next.day .
Reagan denounced the House com-
mittee vote as irresponsible and
defended the covert action as aidto '
“freedom fighters” battling an op-
pressive leftist governmentmN"m- -

Goidwater said the Senate panel

did not vote Friday on a proposal
from Sen. David Durenberger .(R- |
Minn ) to flatly cut off the aid,oron
a proposal to approve the covert
-action as reguested by t.he Prem
_dent. R
. At the United Nations, members
of the Security Council agreed to
open debate Monday on Nicaragua's
. complaint that it is under attack
+ from US.-backed guerrillas, news
agencies reported. R
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